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action goes on unobserved, whereas with a homogeneous material
a puncture of the surface is proof of the existence of a complete
puncture, and an unpunctured surface is  a guarantee  that  the
insulating properties of a homogeneous substance are unimpaired.
A good equivalent for these reconstructed mica insulations may
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Forms of Megotalc,
be made from presspahn and mica. The method is described in
Chap. XIV., and moulded tubes and troughs of this material may
be made to withstand some 12,000 volts per millimetre, and will
much less readily lose their shape.
A great fault of mica is susceptibility to rapid  deterioration
under the influence of oil.   This leads to difficulty, more especially